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Amendments to the Drawings : 

The attached drawing sheet includes changes to FIG. 7. This sheet replaces the original sheet 
showing FIG. 7. In FIG. 7, the reference character " 50* " is changed to " 50" " and the 
reference character " 50" " is changed to " 50' 99 to be consistent with the reference characters in 
FIG. 2 and FIG, 6 and the text of the detailed description. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 
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REMARKS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtesy of a telephone interview on 
February 1.6, 2006. The Examiner and Applicants 1 representative, William Guerin, discussed 
U.S. Patent No. 6,275,388 with respect to the rejection of independent claim 1 under 
35U.S.C. 102(b). 

Applicants are filing this response within the shortened statutory period. Consequently, 
Applicants believe that no fee is due with this filing; however, if a fee is due please charge 
Deposit Account No. 502295. 

The Office Action Summary does not indicate whether there the drawings filed on 
October 8, 2003 are acceptable. Therefore Applicants request that the Examiner indicate whether 
the drawings, including FIG. 7 as amended herein, are acceptable in the next communication. 

Claims 1-16 were presented for examination. The Office Action rejects claims 1-7 and 
10-14 and allows claims 15 and 16. The Office Action states that claims 8 and 9 are objected to 
as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independ ent form to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
This paper amends claims 1, 6 and 10, and cancels claim 4. Claims 1-3 and 5-16 are now 
pending in the application. 

Rejection of Claims 6. 10 and 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. S 112 

The Office Action rejects claims 6, 10 and 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
Applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 6 is amended herein to depend from claim 3 and to more accurately recite a capture 
device. Claim 10 is amended herein to replace 'the first arm opposite the region" with "one of 
the sides opposite the region to receive the electronics module". Applicants submit that claims 6 
and 10 now have proper antecedent basis for all terms in these claims. Claim 1 1 depends from 
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claim 10 which recites "a wire guide" therefore Applicants submit that "the wire guide" recited 
in claim 1 1 has proper antecedent basis. 

During the telephone interview of February 16, 2006 the Examiner point out that the 
reference characters 50' and 50*' for the surface of the circuit board 42 depicted in FIG. 7 were 
reversed from those shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 6 and in the text of the specification. Applicants 
herein amend FIG. 7 to properly show the reference characters for the two surfaces. 

Rejection of Claims 1-5, 12 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. S 102(b) 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-5, 12 and 13 under 35 U-S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,275,388 by Hennick et al (hereafter "Hennick"). Applicants 
respectfully traverse the rejection to the extent it is maintained against the claim$ as amended 
because the cited reference does not teach or suggest each and every element of Applicants' 
claimed invention. 

Applicants 1 invention relates to a carrier for accurately positioning and securing an 
electronics module to a circuit board. A frame includes sides that surround a region to capture 
the module. The sides include holes to pass mounting screws for securing the frame to a 
circuit board. Alignment posts extending from the sides engage holes in the module 
packaging to accurately position the module in the capture region. Additional alignment posts 
engage holes in the circuit board to achieve accurate positioning of the carrier to the circuit 
board. The sides also include surfaces that are fabricated according to strict tolerances to 
permit accurate vertical positioning of the electronics module to the circuit board. 
Importantly, the accurate vertical positioning results in low stress on the leads extending from 
the module and a reduction in signal degradation that may otherwise occur if the leads are bent 
or flexed. 

Hcnnick discloses a system for mounting an image sensor. The image sensor is 
backmounted to a plate which in turn is mounted in a pocket of a device. Holding forces are 
applied to the plate to maintain the thickness position of the sensor in the device. Problems 
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can arise from the inability to tightly control the thickness of an image sensor. This system 
achieves the goal of providing an accurate positioning of the sensor along the thickness 
dimension by precisely controlling the thickness of the plate. (See, e.g., col. 3, lines 41-56) 

Applicants herein amend claim 1 to recite "first and second surfaces of the sides being 
separated by a predetermined distance to position all the leads substantially in contact with the 
surface of the circuit board." Support for this amendment can be found at least in paragraph 
[00020] of the original ly-fvled specification. 

Hennick discloses a system in which a sensor chip is sideways mounted in a frame. 
The leads from the chip extend in parallel rows in a perpendicular direction from the plane of 
the sensor chip as shown m FIG. 1 . Leads 32 are electrically coupled to components on a 
circuit board 15 through a flex strip 38 which includes two strips 40 and 42 of pin receptacles, 
(col. 4 ? lines 24-40.) Even if the lower row of leads illustrated in FIG. 1 are construed to be in 
substantial contact with the circuit board, the upper row of leads is significantly displaced 
from the circuit board. Thus at least some of the leads are not substantially in contact with the 
surface of the circuit board. 

Thus, Hennick does not teach or suggest every limitation in amended claim 1 and 
Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C 1 02(b) be 
withdrawn. Claims 2-3, 5, 8, 9, 12 and 1 3 depend directly or indirectly from patentable 
independent claim 1 and incorporate all of its limitations. Therefore Applicants submit that 
these dependent claims are also patentably distinguishable over the cited reference for at least 
those reasons provided with respect to claims 1. and Applicants request that the rejection of 
each of these dependent claims also be withdrawn. Although not specifically rejected under 
U.S.C. § 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Hennick, Applicants submit that claims 6, 10 and 1 1 
overcome any such potential rejection as these claims depend, either directly or indirectly, 
from an allowable base claim. 



PAGE 10/13* RCVD AT 2/1712006 4:44:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/37 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:SOS3030005 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-18 



02/17/2006 16:59 5083030005 



GUERIN RODRIGUEZ LLP 



PAGE 11 



Amendment and Response 
NOR-027 

Serial No. 10/631,371 
Page 10 

Rejection of Claims 7 and 14 under 35 U.S.C 5 103(a^ 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U,S,C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hennick. Claim 
14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hennick in view of U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 005805423 by Wever et al. (hereafter "Wever")> 

Claim 7 depends directly from independent claim 1 and includes all of its limitations, 
and therefore is patentably distinguishable over Hennick for at least those reasons provided 
above with respect to claim I . 

Wever discloses an apparatus for securing a battery to a circuit board. Unlike 
Applicants' invention, Wever does not teach or suggest positioning leads on a surface board. 
Instead, Wever describes electrical contact through die surfaces of the battery. Thus Wever 
docs not teach or suggest leads in contact with a circuit board. As a result, Hennick and 
Wever, either alone or in combination, fail to disclose each and every element and limitation 
of Applicants' claimed invention in accordance with claim 14. 

Thus Applicants respectfully request that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) against 
claims 7 and 14 be withdrawn. 

It i s believed that all of the pending claims have been addressed. However, the 
absence of a reply to a specific rejection, issue or comment does not signify agreement with or 
concession of that rejection, issue or comment. In addition, because the arguments made 
above may not be exhaustive, there may be reasons for patentability of any or all pending 
claims that have not been expressed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the remarks made herein, Applicants submit that the application is in condition 
for allowance and request early favorable action by the Examiner. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone con versation with the Applicants' representative 
would expedite allowance of this application, the Examiner is cordially invited to call the 
undersigned at (508) 303-2003. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February 1 7, 2006 
Reg. No. 41,047 




Attorney for Applicants 
Guerin & Rodriguez, LLP 



Tel. No.: (508)303-2003 
Fax No.: (508)303-0005 



5 Mount Royal Avenue 
Marlborough, MA 01 752 
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